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Highway hotel 
is up for sale
JENNY DENTON

A PIECE of local history is for sale at Jark-
lin, where owner John Vasco has decided to 
part ways with the Four Posts Hotel.

“It’s a good little business. It’s a shame to 
let it go,” Mr Vasco said.

“But I’ve been here six years and it’s time 
for a change.” 

The pub, roughly half-way between 
Kerang and Bendigo, adjacent to the Lod-
don Valley Highway, has always been a rest 
stop for travellers. 

The original Four Posts Inn was a Cobb 
and Co. staging post from as early as 1859 
and features in historical records as an 
outpost, meeting place and scene of occa-
sional dramatic incidents.

Often referred to at the time as “Hardy’s 
Four Posts Hotel” after its first publican, 
William Hardy, the pub burnt to the ground 
in 1905.

The Moreton Bay figs that now spread 
vast shady branches across the yard were 
planted in the aftermath of the blaze.

The pub was rebuilt soon after, and has 
been operating continuously ever since.

On a recent Tuesday afternoon the bar 
was lively with a mix of local and passing 
custom. 

“It’s the best pub in northern Victoria,” 
proclaimed Merino sheep breeder and 
local resident Bob Rollinson, who had 
stopped in for a beer and a catch up.

Mr Rollinson likened the pub to the Con-
argo Hotel in New South Wales, which was 
“a place people knew and stopped at”.

“It’s a landmark of the district. It’s amaz-
ing how many people know it,” he said. 
“You never know who you might meet 
here.”

Graham Maxted, who grew up and still 
resides down the road, remembers the era 
- in the late fifties and early sixties - when 
Tom Maloney came in by mule and buggy 
and Harry Dovvie drove to the pub in his 
model-T Ford.

The two men and their modes of trans-
port are captured in a photo that still hangs 
in the bar.

As a kid, Mr Maxted collected the mail 
from the hotel and remembers beer cost-
ing a shilling a glass.

He knew the pub as a meeting place eve-
ryone went to after the sheep sales or ten-
nis, and recalls, in his school days seeing 
Italian grape growers from Lake Boga and 
Swan Hill rolling in on their way home 
from the Victoria Market with empty trucks 
and a pocketful of cash. 

Max Gray, from Yarrawalla, had his first 
drink at the Four Posts in around 1955.

“I came with dad and some of his work-
mates and they bought one too many. I 
would’ve been 11 or 12.”

Mr Gray’s next visit wasn’t until 10 years 
later when he reached legal drinking age 
and started frequenting the pub after play-
ing cricket and footy.

In the sixties the hotel was run by Jean 
and Eric Bradbury, who knew everyone in 

the district.
It was the Bradburys who brick-veneered 

the pub’s weatherboard front and built an 
extension onto the north side of the build-
ing. 

They had a cockatoo that “could talk quite 
well” and a trampoline out the back people 
would “bounce on all night long”.

The pub “made a fortune after hours”, 
Mr Gray said, including in the days of six 
o’clock closing, which continued in Victo-
ria until 1966. 

In 1972, the pub was taken over by Wally 
Hercus, who continued to cultivate a col-
ourful atmosphere.

Mr Hercus taught the cockatoo a few 
more tricks, and plastered the bar ceiling 
with two and five dollar notes that were 
later donated to charity. 

He had formed an Uncle Bob’s Club to 
fundraise for the Royal Children’s Hospi-
tal and would convince his customers to 
put down money for it on a challenge, Mr 
Maxted says.

“The note was folded against the back of 
a drawing pin. He’d throw it up, and if it 
hit the ceiling flat, it stopped there. If the 
note didn’t come down, it stayed on the 
premises.”

“We all donated money. Everybody was 
happy to give to it. They raised thousands 
for the hospital,” Mr Maxted said.

The cockatoo went missing during Wal-
ly Hercus’ tenure, presumed stolen, and 
was never found. 

There are stories from over the years of 
SP bookmakers, outlaw rodeo riders, sto-
len property on-sold to unsavoury char-
acters and a fight that ended in gunshots, 
but the place has always been “a hospi-
table hotel,” according to Bob Rollinson.

In the bar, conversation runs from rain 
in Charleville, dairy farming and the 
Wycheproof football team to funerals, the 
price of beer and memorable visitors to 
the premises – who in recent times have 
included actor Bill Hunter and former 
footballer Billy Brownless.

Like all country pubs, the Four Posts has 
taken a big hit from drink driving laws, 
and like many, it has been impacted by 
declining rural communities, but the 
hotel continues to attract interested pas-
sersby and serve as a social hub for the 
district.

Publican John Vasco, though, has his 
sights set on new horizons.

With his companion Sheryl, who ran the 
kitchen, having gone her own way around 
Christmas, the Four Posts owner is ready 
to make a move of his own.

His large white van sits ready and wait-
ing for the trip around Australia he hopes 
to set off on.

The patrons meanwhile are crossing 
their fingers for their “icon” to be pre-
served.

“It’s such a friendly hotel,” Bob Rollin-
son said.

“We definitely hope someone will buy it 
and keep it open,” Graham Maxted said.

The Four Posts Hotel is now for sale.NN294594NN294591
MTLMURRABIT TRADING LTD

P: 5457 2235
M: 0437 924 012

SEED
TAKING ORDERS NOW!

Enquire about our new 
CRT Annual Mix with Shaftal Clover. 

Still stocking the famous Murrabit Sub Mix 
and Murrabit Marathon Mix 

OR we can customise a mix of your choice.
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Call in to see the wide range
of heaters available at

Loddon Heating & Cooling

Freestanding and inbuilt

BRANDS INCLUDE:
Jindara, Canon, Coonara, Arrow,
Heat Charm, Blaze, Nectre, Kent,

Masport, Osburn & more!  

Winter will soon be here!


