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Film funds
GUNBOWER and District Develop-
ment Group has been allocated $800 
in the latest round of Campaspe Shire 
Council's 2018/19 Community Grants 
Program.

The funding will be for a Black Swan 
Kayak event open air cinema evening.

It is among grants to 50 community 
groups to support services, programs 
and events delivered by the shire's 
organisations.

Campaspe mayor, Cr Adrian Wes-
ton said the program offers financial 
support for not-for-profit community 
groups in the delivery of events and 
projects within the community.

"Our Community Grants Program 
supports a diverse range of locally-
identified projects and events that con-
nect people, build self-sufficiency and 
strengthen communities," he said.

Hunter and a greenie - an unlikely alliance
JENNY DENTON

AN unlikely relationship was 
struck up at a polling booth in 
Kerang on Saturday when how-
to-vote card distributors for the 
Greens and the Shooters, Fishers 
and Farmers Party got talking.

Boort teacher and Greens ad-
vocate, Elizabeth Siân Turner 
said she initially hung back from 
meeting Alan Straub, the father 
of SFFP candidate for Murray 
Plains, Dan Straub.

"He's a very jovial chap and in-
troduced himself to everybody, 
whereas I was shy and hung back. 
I'm a greenie!" Ms Turner said.

As the day wore on and things 
quietened down at Memorial 
Hall, Ms Turner relaxed and the 
two started to chat.

Mr Straub had once done a 
course in farm forestry, had made 
his own solar panels and set up a 
"biodigester", which breaks food 
scraps down into liquid fertiliser 
and methane gas.

"Being a shooter, I'm a conser-
vationist, so we were in agree-

ment about that too," he said.
Ms Turner told him about the 

property she has bought on Gun-
bower Island with fellow environ-
mentalist Audrey Dickens, which 
the women intend to regenerate 
and put a Trust for Nature Cov-
enant on.

"She was talking about foxes, 
and I said, 'We do a lot of fox 
drives'," said Mr Straub, who 
used to shoot recreationally with 
the Ravenswood Fox Hunting 
Club and now does so informally 
with friends. 

After he'd explained his cre-
dentials and safety practices the 
two exchanged numbers and 
shook hands on a deal to organ-
ise a cull of feral animals from 
Ms Turner's property, where 
she says the broad shelled tur-
tle population is being ravaged 
by foxes.

"We'll see how we go. We 
might make it a weekend, camp 
up there or whatever, because 
a few of the blokes will have to 
come from Bendigo," said Mr 
Straub. "Might make it a little bit 

of a social event as well as help-
ing the environment."

In the end the two agreed it was 
not so surprising they would get 

along in a small country town 
like Kerang.

"I'm a biologist," Ms Turner 
said. "Diversity is important."

AGREEMENT: Alan Straub and Elizabeth Siân Turner.

Well-being grants open for 
drought-affected farmers

LOOK Over the Farm Gate grants have 
opened for farmers and communities facing 
drought and dry conditions across central 
and eastern Gippsland and northern Victo-
ria. 

Community groups in drought-affected 
communities have already begun to apply 
online for grants of $1500 to run events that 
address mental health and well-being. 

"We know the pressures of drought con-
ditions weigh heavily on farmers and rural 
communities. The stress and uncertainty 
currently being felt across the state will lin-
ger and mental health support must be part 
of our long-term drought support strategy," 
Victorian Farmers Federation president, Da-
vid Jochinke said. 

"Look Over the Farm Gate events are an 
opportunity for farmers to take a break from 
the farm, reconnect with their community, 
access professional support and participate 
in mental health training.

You know what your community needs, so 
we encourage community groups to think 
creatively about what single event or series 
of events would be most effective. It could 
be anything from a barbecue and comedy 
night, regular fitness meet-ups in the park, 
or a family movie night" he said.

Look Over the Farm Gate is a mental 
health and well-being initiative funded 
by the Victorian Government (drought 
support funding committed in Septem-
ber 2018), and managed by the Victorian 
Farmers Federation in partnership with 
the Royal Flying Doctor Service, Country 
Women's Association, Country Fire Au-
thority, and National Centre for Farmer 
Health. 

Applications are being accepted for events 
until March 2019 and are assessed on a first 

in best dressed basis.
This round of grants builds upon existing 

Look Over the Farm Gate grants opened ear-
lier this year for fire-affected farmers in south 
western Victoria.

Community groups in the south west can 
continue to apply for grants to run events up 
until May 2019.

For more information about eligibility and 

how to apply, please visit the Look Over the 
Farm Gate website at www.lookoverthefarm-
gate.org.au or contact the co-ordinator at 
Lookoverthefarmgate@vff.org.au

The VFF is Victoria's peak farmers' organi-
sation and is dedicated to representing the 
interests of farmers and making a positive 
difference to their businesses and commu-
nities.

NOT SO GREEN: More than half of Victoria is affected by drought.

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE .

Relationships and connections are what make us tick. It’s 
what we do. Every day we connect families, homes and 
communities with comfort and control. If you have plans 
in the pipeline to bring more comfort, warmth and joy into 
your home, let’s connect. 


