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Weather
Forecast
Today: Partly cloudy, 12-25.
Wednesday: Partly cloudy, 12-26.
Thursday: Mostly sunny, 9-23.
Friday: Partly cloudy, 10-20.
Saturday: Sunny, 5-19.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, 5-21.

Daylight
Today:  sunrise 6.55am,
 sunset 5.51pm.
Wednesday:  6.56am, 5.49pm.
Thursday: 6.57am, 5.48pm.
Friday: 6.57am, 5.47pm.
Saturday:  6.58am, 5.46pm.

Ultra-violet index
Sun protection recommended from 10.20am to 2.30pm, 
UV Index predicted to reach 4 [Moderate].

Fire danger
Mallee: Low-moderate. The Shire of Gannawarra is in 
the Mallee fire district. Northern Country: Low-moderate. 
The Shire of Loddon is in the Northern Country fire 
district.
Fire danger and restrictions information is available from 
www.cfa.vic.gov.au

Temperatures
Thursday: minimum 13.4 degrees, maximum 22.2 de-
grees.
Friday: 8.5, 26.3.
Saturday: 11.7, 32.3.
Sunday: 18.3, 28.1.
Monday: 14.6.
April minimums: lowest 5.8 degrees [10th], highest 18.4 
degrees [17th] average 11.7 degrees [long-term average 
9.9 degrees]. Lowest on record: 0.8 degrees [30th, 2009]. 
Highest on record: 22.1 degrees [3rd, 2005]. 
April maximums: lowest 18.9 degrees [9th], highest 33.2 
degrees [17th], average 26.3 degrees [long-term average 
23.0 degrees]. Highest on record: 37.0 degrees [10th, 
2005]. Lowest on record: 12.8 degrees [7th, 1977].

Rainfall
Month to date: 0.0mm [long-term average 25.2mm]. 
Year to date: 14.8mm. [long-term January-April aver-
age: 99.1mm]. Last year to April 22: 36.8mm. Highest 
on record: 114.0mm [1891]. Lowest on record: 0.0mm 
[1906, 1910, 1945, 1975].

Evaporation
Weekly pan evaporation: 28.6mm. Source: Bureau of Meteorology.

George Douglass, with his daughter,Tanya, will be honoured in the ANZAC Day veterans' motorcade at the MCG for his war service.

Service veteran’s 
honour on MCG

JENNY DENTON

KERANG resident George Douglass will be 
recognised very publicly on ANZAC Day for 
his service in Australia’s armed forces.

The 81-year-old Navy man, a veteran of 
the ‘Malayan Emergency’, will be part of the 
motorcade of service people introduced and 
driven around the MCG before the opening 
of the Anzac Day match between Essendon 
and Collingwood. 

As it happens, he is an Essendon fan from 
way back and likes the team’s chances.

“They’re getting better each game actually. 
We’re all pretty certain we’ll play finals,” he 
says.

George, a boy from Ballarat, joined up in 
1955 on his 17th birthday.

The following year he was sent to Malaya, 
where a Communist guerilla insurgency was 
in its eighth year in the British-controlled ter-
ritory. 

“As a young sailor – I’d just barely turned 18 
– it was more or less an adventure,” he says.

“I was part of the crew of HMAS Quadrant, 
which alongside HMAS Quickmatch was sent 
up to Malaya to relieve the ships that had 
already served up there. We were patrolling 
the Malayan coast preventing possible Chi-
nese supplies reaching the Communists. Our 
ships were available for firing on suspected 
Communist camps.” 

“I was on guns – twin 4-inch, 63 pound 
shell. We wore a padded mitt, so you would 
hold the shell in one arm, walk up to the 
breech, push the front in and then punch it in 
and get your hand out real quick. It was quite 
strenuous for a bloke my size, I can tell you.”

As well as working as a gunner, the new re-

cruit was on DJ duties. 
He took personal messages for crew mem-

bers transmitted via Radio Australia and 
broadcast them, along with requests, over 
the Ship’s Radio Entertainment system.

“We had a little room with a turntable, and 
the ship’s company could choose a record - 
I think the main one in those days was The 
Platters with The Great Pretender. Everybody 
wanted that.”

An early morning wake-up ritual with an-
other popular song earned him the nick-
name Ding Dong. 

“I would go around and turn the speakers 
on in all the mess decks, and when it was 
time for the sailors to get up, I’d put on my 
favourite record, Giddy Up Ding Dong.”

Despite the music, discipline was strict and 
living conditions were basic on the ships. 

The crew slept in hammocks, and although 
he didn’t suffer from seasickness, it wasn’t 
fun in rough seas, George says.

“You were bashing into the bloke next to 
you and he was bashing into you. And it was 
nothing to leap out of your hammock in the 
middle of the night to go on your watch into 
6 to 8 inches of water.”

They were stationed in the tropics but thee 
was no air conditioning, and if they got sun-
burnt the sailors were fined for “self-inflicted 
injury.”

George did a nine-month tour of duty in 
Malaya then finished his six-year stint in the 
navy travelling throughout Southeast Asia 
and working on Japanese fishing patrols 
around Australia’s coast line.

After leaving, he spent another six years 
with the army reserves.

On civvy street, he worked as a tiler and 

painter, and also managed one of the first 
tenpin bowling alleys in Ballarat.

After retiring, aged 60, he returned to trav-
elling, spending 20 years on the road with a 
camper trailer, visiting every state and terri-
tory in Australia.

Wherever he went, he would raise his navy 
flag, and immediately connect up with any 
naval people around. 

“The minute they see the flag they’re 
straight over,” his daughter, Tanya, says. “It’s 
like an automatic welcome.”

Since 2017, when George followed Tanya 
to Kerang, father and daughter have joined 
several veterans organisations, including the 
National Malaya and Borneo Veterans Asso-
ciation, which organised his involvement in 
the MCG event. 

“We have such a good association with 
that group,” Tanya says. “It’s a real close knit 
group. It’s a pleasure to meet up with them.”

“They get together and tell stories. A lot of 
them served together. They all know each 
other and they’ve got a great sense of hu-
mour. And it’s not like a boys club; it’s like a 
family.” 

That’s exactly what it is, a family,” George 
says.”

George Douglass is one of two veterans 
from the association who will be part of the 
motorcade on Thursday. 

It is only in the last decade or so that armed 
forces personnel who served in the Malayan 
emergency and Konfrontasi conflicts of the 
1950s and ‘60s have been recognized as war 
veterans by Australian Defence authorities.

“For many years we didn’t really get recog-
nition… It’s taken a long time for people to 
recognise our service,” George says.


