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Weather TODAY
Sunny, 5-21

TOMORROW
Sunny, 0-19

THURSDAY
Partly cloudy, 5-23

FRIDAY
Partly cloudy, 5-19

SATURDAY
Partly cloudy, 3-19

Unique discovery
JENNY DENTON

SCIENTISTS have learnt a bit 
more about the universe from the 
discovery of new mineral in a mete-
orite found in Wedderburn. 

The 210 gram, lemon-shaped Wed-
derburn meteorite was found 4.5km 
north-east of the town in 1951 by a 
man named Charles Bell, according 
to the Melbourne Museum, where 

it is housed.
Senior Curator of Geology at Mu-

seums Victoria, Stuart Mills said 
Mr Bell kept the space rock in his 
shed for some time before donating 
it to the Geological Survey Museum.

“He kicked it on the side of the 
road and noticed it wasn’t like a nor-
mal rock,” Dr Mills told the Loddon 
Times, describing the unique find 
as a mostly iron meteorite, which 

has been likened to the Earth’s core.
Since it was donated to science, the 

meteor has been reduced to a weight 
of 80 grams and the size of a 50 
cent piece, with numerous samples 
sliced off to send to researchers in 
other locations.

Last week, 68 years after the ini-
tial find, researchers in the US re-
vealed they had found a mineral in 
their sample which was previously 

only seen in the process of smelt-
ing iron.

Because the scientific community 
only names those minerals that oc-
cur naturally, the discovery meant 
the material had earned a title.

It was named EdScottite, after 
pioneering cosmochemist Ed Scott, 
who once studied the Wedderburn 
meteorite.

The discovery added a small piece 

to the “big jigsaw” of knowledge on 
the universe, Dr Mills said.

“Because different meteorites will 
have different minerals and differ-
ent elements in them, it will give 
you information about how they 
were formed,” he said. 

“Certain minerals can only form 
with a certain pressure and tem-
perature.”

Continued Page 2

PICNIC FUN
GEMMA ROWLEY

TEDDY BEARS of all shapes, 
sizes and colours were cud-
dled and loved when St Mary’s 
Primary School at Inglewood 
hosted its much-loved Teddy 
Bear’s Picnic.

Running for its second year, 
primary aged students, tod-
dlers and preschool children 
all joined together for the fun-
filled morning.

Despite some rain, the young-
sters were all smiles as they 
dug into some delicious home-
made treats, took part in art 
and craft activities and listened 
to a storybook about bears.

Teddy Bear Picnic coordina-
tor and parent Illona McEwan 
said the day was a huge success 
thanks to the dedication of the 
school’s parents and friends 
committee.

“The committee do a wonder-
ful job of putting the Teddy 
Bear Picnic together,” Ms McE-
wan said.

“It is a great way to promote 
the school, have a bit of fun and 
get creative.”

Ms McEwan thanked the 
volunteers and community who 
helped to bring the event to 
fruition.

“We are very pleased to see 
the event return for its second 
year,” Ms McEwan said.

School principal Marg Brohm 
said the students were engaged 
and happy to be socialising 
with teachers, parents and 
their peers.

“The Teddy Bear’s Picnic pro-
vides an opportunity to learn, 
while having fun and I think 
they definitely achieved that 
today.”

Layla Warke, Izzy Guy and Amaya Warke had 
a great time at the Teddy Bear’s Picnic. Picture: 
GEMMA ROWLEY



PAGE 2 — The Loddon Times — Tuesday, September 10, 2019

From Front Page

Dr Mills said the mete-
orite probably started 
forming around five bil-
lion years ago.

“It would’ve got to a 
big enough stage that 
it melted to form some 
sort of core,” Dr Mills 
said.

“Obviously it hasn’t 
become a planet, and it’s 
been blasted by other 
rocks or other small 
planets and then that’s 
ended up in the asteroid 
belt. 

“And then at some 
point, a thousand years 
ago, or so, it’s come to 
Wedderburn. So there’s 
a very long process that 
happened and then it 
did nothing for a long 
time and then it came 
here.”

Resident Bruce Pay 
said he found “a strange 
sort of a stone” as a boy 
that his teacher thought 
could have been a me-
teorite but after it was 
sent to the museum for 
analysis he never heard 
any more about it.

“It was a little round 
or oval-shaped stone 
that was pitch black,” 
Mr Pay said.

According to Dr Mills, 
it’s likely there are more 
meteorites in the area.

“My personal view is 
that there must be more 
of this stuff out in Wed-
derburn and the gold-
fields that people are 
not picking up because 
they’re gold prospect-
ing, not meteorite pros-
pecting,” Dr Mills said.

“If anyone thinks that 
they’ve got some sitting 
on their mantelpiece, 
we’d be happy to have a 
look.” 

The Wedderburn mete-
orite will be on display 
at the Melbourne Mu-
seum from next month.

Unique discovery

Senior Curator of Geology at Museums Victoria, Dr Stuart Mills, with the Wedderburn meteorite. 
Picture: BENJAMIN HEALLEY, Museums Victoria

The Wedderburn meteorite was found 4.5km out of the town in 1951. Picture: RODNEY START, Museums 
Victoria

Seeking input on ageing well

TO better understand the im-
portance of ageing well and what 
matters to older Australians, the 
Commissioner for Senior Victori-
ans has developed a survey which 
will allow people to say what they 
think should be the areas of focus. 

The online survey is completely 
anonymous and only takes around 
five minutes. 

The survey can be accessed via 
www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au

Irrigation, commodities 
and climate info sessions
A FREE information session 

will be held in the north of our re-
gion to inform about seasonal and 
long-term outlooks for irrigation, 
commodities and climate. 

The session will feature a num-
ber of expert speakers, as well as 
a local farmer.

Topics will include the seasonal 
situation and outlook for water, 
grain and fodder, as well the key 
drivers of long-term water availa-
bility, including permanent plan-
tation expansion and inter-valley 
trade. 

This session will be held at Ma-
corna Recreation Reserve, Ma-
corna South Road on Thursday, 
September 19 from 12.30pm until 
3pm. 

Contact Darren at the Agricul-
ture Victoria office on (03) 5482 
1922 or email darren.carnie@
agriculture.vic.gov.au to book a 
place.

Nominate for the 
Aspire Awards

NOMINATIONS are now open 
for the 2019 National Aspire 
Awards. 

These awards are an opportunity 
to recognise outstanding individu-
als who identify with a disability, 
who have demonstrated attrib-
utes such as leadership and ad-
vocacy in their community, who 
have helped change perceptions 
of disability, or who have made a 
positive contribution to creating a 
more inclusive society.

There’s a range of categories for 
nominations including business, 
law, arts, government, sport, ad-

vocacy and human rights. 
For details and to nominate go 

to: https://theaspireawards.com.
au/award-categories. 

Nomination for an award has 
the potential to change a person’s 
life.

Don’t miss a chance 
to nut it out

THERE is one last opportunity in 
2019 to attend a free round table 
discussion with peers and mentors 
from across the region in order to 
gain valuable advice and refine 
project plans about climate. 

The last session of ‘Let’s Nut 
it Out’ will be held at 10am on 
Tuesday, September 17 in the Ray-
wood Hall, 50 Inglewood Street, 
Raywood.

Combating Climate Change will 
be the main theme for this session 
and will include mentors from the 
North Central Catchment Author-
ity, Coliban Water, Bendigo Sus-
tainability Group, City of Greater 
Bendigo and Leading for Success. 

For more information and to book 
a place visit www.makeachange.
org.au/events.

Rural women’s health 
needs assessment

LAST week I mentioned the part-
nership between the Murray Pri-

mary Health Network, Bendigo 
Loddon Primary Care Partner-
ship and Women’s Health Loddon 
Mallee to undertake a women’s 
health needs analysis for the Lod-
don Shire. 

The project is calling for Loddon 
women to express their views, but 
those women unable to attend the 
conversations in person may still 
have their voices heard by taking 
part in the survey. 

To request a survey, contact 
Samantha Turner on saman-
thaturner@bchs.com.au or call 
(03) 4444 2414.

Meet the Loddon artists
I am looking forward to the next 

event on the Naturally Loddon 
Spring Festival Calendar. 

Meet the Loddon Artists com-
mences on Friday, September 
13 and it will be my pleasure 
to launch this event at Mulwar-
rie Studios on Serpentine Road, 
Bridgewater on Loddon at 7pm. 

This is a great opportunity to 
meet some of the artists of the re-
gion, to view their work and listen 
to their presentations. 

Continuing through until Sun-
day, September 15, morning and 
afternoon tea is included in the 
$10 per person cost. 

Call 0447 036 952 or email 

mulwarriestudios@gmail.com to 
RSVP. 

Woodstock Road Bridge
I AM pleased to report that work 

on the Woodstock Road Bridge over 
Murphy Creek has progressed and 
the bridge will be reopened to the 
public today.

The bridge has enhanced safety 
and road driveability as well as an 
improved weight-bearing capacity, 
which will deliver great benefits to 
the community. 

Works were accomplished with 
assistance from the Federal Gov-
ernment via the Bridges Renewal 
Program ($350,000) and the State 
Government’s Local Road to Mar-
ket Program ($300,000).

Did you know?
ANOTHER event on the Natu-

rally Loddon Spring Festival Cal-
endar is the Kooyoora Wildflower 
Show later in the month. 

Caladenia Cretacea, commonly 
known as the Stuart mill spi-
der orchid, has started to flower 
in the region with the onset of 
spring. 

Endemic to the region and once 
very rare, the tiny orchid has 
now been propagated and rein-
troduced and is doing really well. 

Cr CHERYL 
McKINNON,

Mayor,
Loddon Shire 

Council
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TUESDAY: Pot & Parma $20
WEDNESDAY: Wine &

Pasta Night
$20
$20THURSDAY: Moo & Brew

(T-Bone & Pot)

$14FRIDAY: Roast Lunch or
Fish & Chips

OPEN FOR MEALS TUESDAY - SATURDAY

FULL MENU AVAILABLE
TUESDAY TO SATURDAY


