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Weather TODAY
Sunny, 1-23

TOMORROW
Partly cloudy, 6-27

THURSDAY
Sunny, 10-28

FRIDAY
Partly cloudy, 8-28

SATURDAY
Partly cloudy, 5-21

Duck hunting benefits disputed
Jenny Denton

THE release of a report on the 
economic and social value of rec-
reational hunting and shooting has 
prompted fresh calls from oppo-
nents of duck shooting in northern 
Victoria for a ban on the activity.

The report, commissioned last 
year by deputy Nationals leader 
Bridget McKenzie when she was 
sports minister, was intended to 
prove the benefits and improve the 
image of hunting and shooting.

However, while the authors es-

timated Australia’s 640,000 rec-
reational hunters and shooters con-
tribute $2.4 billion to the economy 
($0.8 billion directly and $1.6 billion 
in flow-on activity), they identified 
a net national benefit of just $335 
million and 3300 jobs.

“If hunting and shooting were pro-
hibited, hunters and shooters would 
redirect their expenditure to other 
goods and services, and in many 
cases to similar outdoor activities 
such as camping, fishing, four-wheel 
driving and so on,” the report states.

The analysis also found hunters 

and shooters were likely to be more 
active than the general population 
and to have higher levels of wellbe-
ing.

Regional Victorians Opposed to 
Duck Shooting described the re-
port, which was based on an online 
survey of 16,576 people, as “only 
surveying one side”.

“It didn’t consider the lost eco-
nomic potential, the impacts on 
local businesses and on the people 
who live with shooting for three 
months of the year,” spokesperson 
Kerrie Allen said.

Ms Allen pointed to a 2017 report 
by peak industry group the Tourism 
and Transport Forum which found 
nature-based tourism was worth 
$41 billion and described tourism as 
“an economic lifeline” for northern 
Victoria.

Meanwhile, Boort tour operator 
Paul Haw said while he believed the 
shooting of feral animals should be 
encouraged, he wants to see an end 
to duck shooting.

“I’m trying to show tourists our 
pristine wetlands,” Mr Haw said, 
noting that bird numbers in the 

area were currently lower than he 
had ever seen them.

“Duck shooting season stops my 
tours. 

“When I’m able to continue with 
them, I’m surprised by the change 
to the landscape.”

The Vietnam War veteran cited 
“devastating” impacts from the 
duck hunting season, including hu-
man excrement left unburied, Abo-
riginal cooking mounds damaged, 
habitat badly damaged and rubbish 
left behind. 

CONTINUED — Page 3

THINK PINK

GEMMA ROWLEY

SEE the world through rose-coloured 
glasses this month as Bridgewater, Inglewood 
and Wedderburn take part in the McGrath 
Foundation’s Pink Up Your Town event.

Community members will be painting their 
towns pink as they raise awareness and 
much-needed funds for breast cancer.

Celebrating its third year, Pink Up Your 
Town, is a McGrath Foundation initiative 
which takes place throughout October, to 
coincide with Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.

McGrath Foundation ambassador and 
director, Tracy Bevan, said the Pink Up Your 
Town initiative was a great opportunity to 
generate community pride, while helping to 
fund McGrath Breast Care Nurses.

Throughout the Loddon shire, businesses 
have been working towards the pink 
transformation. 

Inglewood Emporium shop owner Denise 
Gartside said supporting breast cancer 
awareness was important because the 
disease impacted many people.

“Dressing up ourselves and inside our 
shops is a fun way to highlight such an 
important cause,” Ms Gartside said.

“I think we all know someone who in some 
way has been affected by breast cancer, so 
the more awareness we can create to get 
checked early the better.”

Inglewood shop owners are prepar-
ing to paint their town pink in sup-
port of the Pink Up Your Town event, 
which coincides with Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.  Picture: GEMMA 
ROWLEY
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He said there was also a gratuitous kill-

ing of birds.
“We have had four major wetland massa-

cres in the Boort region, only one of which 
was reported, where over 2000 birds of 
all descriptions were shot and no one was 
prosecuted,” Mr Haw said.

“A percentage of modern shooters shoot 
their bag full then continue on shooting just 
for the sport. This is why there are now so 
many birds that float to the shore.

“I would like to point out the tourism 
industry is a growth industry on Victorian 
wetlands and rivers.” 

However, Sporting Shooters Association 

of Australia, Victorian communications 
manager Justin Law insisted that duck 
shooting was a form of tourism which 
brought economic benefits to regional Vic-
toria.

He disputed that banning it would open 
up major tourism potential.

“It’s another way of enjoying being out in 
nature,” Mr Law said.

“It’s localised to game reserves and occurs 
for only three months of the year.

“It’s families, it’s groups of friends who go 
out wanting to put food on the table.”

Mr Law said he believed duck shooters 
and hunters were subjected to “prejudice 
and bigotry”.

Duck shooters at Lake Cullen at the season opening in March this year.

Countdown to Boort show
GEMMA ROWLEY

THE Boort Agricultural and Pastoral Soci-
ety Show is just around the corner.

With the event fast approaching, locals are 
urged to take part in the show’s renowned 
metal sculpture competition.

The annual Boort Sculpture By The Lake 
sees craftspeople from all over the region 
trying their hand at metalwork.

Boort Show committee member Paul Haw 
said it was unique offerings, such as this 
competition, which added to the positive 
atmosphere of the show weekend.

“We’ve got to keep our country shows alive 
and this is an excellent way to gather added 

support for a fantastic event,” Mr Haw said.
“It is a great opportunity for budding artists 

to get out their welder and see what they can 
make out of metal.”

Mr Haw said in previous years some of the 
sculptures had been purchased in order to 
add to the existing artwork around Boort 
Lake.

“As long as the sculpture is made predomi-
nately from metal, we’d love to see it,” he said.

“It’s well worth entering as there are a 
number of cash prizes.”

WHAT: Boort Show
WHEN: Saturday, October 12
WHERE: Boort Showgrounds, 35 Malone 

Street

Black-winged stilt and red-necked avocet at Lake Meran. 

The diving board at Lake Meran, in February this year. Picture: JENNY DENTON

Lake rehabilitation plan 
shows signs of recovery
Jenny Denton 

LAKE Meran is showing “impressive signs 
of recovery” as it reaches the halfway mark in 
a 10-year rehabilitation plan, water manag-
ers say. 

And with its level dropping towards the bot-
tom of the planned target range, the lake is 
due to receive another two gigalitres of water 
in coming weeks.

The lake, 18km south-west of Kerang, is 
considered by the North Central Catchment 
Management Authority and other agencies to 
be an important northern Victorian wetland.

Previously kept full, due to large influx-
es when irrigation system channels were 
drained into it at the end of the season, it is 
now managed as a wetland.

The modernisation of the irrigation channel 
network and other water management chang-
es following the Millenium drought mean 
that aside from natural floods and occasional 
emergency releases, the only water flowing 
into it at present is environmental water.

The North Central CMA said the changed 
management has allowed for Lake Meran’s 
rehabilitation, with fluctuating water levels 
bringing plants and native birds back and pro-
tecting an important population of vulnerable 
Murray River turtles and native fish. 

“We are five years into our 10-year plan and 
the lake is behaving exactly as we thought it 
would,” CMA executive manager Tim Shana-
han said.

“The mudflats around the edges are moist, 
which is the perfect environment for germina-
tion of vegetation such as rushes and sedges, 

and flowers such as the threatened Downey 
Swainson-pea. 

“More of these plants means better habitat 
for frogs and small fish when lake levels rise 
again. 

“Once water returns, the wetland will boom, 
as was seen when the southern basin of the 
wetland was flooded in 2016, after being dry 
for several years.”

Mr Shanahan said the water quality was 
consistent with the needs of the lake and that 
salinity levels were suitable for the environ-
ment.

“We need to balance between leaving enough 
water in the lake for the fish and turtles, and 
creating mudflats to allow plants and red 
gums to thrive,” he said.

“The [management] plan, which we devel-
oped with significant input from the local 
community, will see the lake filled in spring 
2021, if water is available in the system and 
unless it floods in between times.”

Lake Meran Public Purposes Committee 
treasurer Ron Kelly said a lot of recreational 
users were upset that there wasn’t enough 
water in the lake for ski boats and other 
activities.

Mr Kelly said he was aware that the lake’s 
water level was getting low but said there 
were still plenty of visitors in the area.

“Right through the year, even in winter, we 
still get a lot of grey nomads who camp there,” 
he said.

“There’s plenty of wildlife and bird life to 
look at and there are fish there if you can get 
a tinnie in to go fishing.”

Driving without a licence
ON Sunday, an international driver was 

detected by police travelling 155km/h in a 
100km/h zone.

The male made full admissions to the inci-
dent, which took place near Bridgewater.

Checks revealed he was not in possession of 
an international licence.

He was issued with a $1652 fine and will 
be suspended from driving in Victoria for the 
next 12 months.

Speeding 
AT 9.30pm on Thursday, a 52-year-old man 

was caught driving 128km/h in a100km/h 
zone on the Calder Highway at Derby. 

He was issued with a $454 fine and suspend-
ed from driving for the next three months. 

Meanwhile, on Friday night, around 10pm, 
a man was intercepted for a speeding offence 
in a hire car.

He was stopped by police at Salisbury West 
after he was detected travelling 140km/hr in 
a 100km/h zone.

He was fined $702 and suspended from driv-
ing for six months.

Theft
WEDDERBURN Police are seeking infor-

mation in relation to the theft of a motor 
vehicle from a semi-rural property in Wed-
derburn on Sunday.

A gold coloured wagon was seen leaving 
the property, towing a trailer with the stolen 
white Holden utility on board. 

Anyone with information is urged to contact 
local police or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 
000.

Opportunity for growth
LODDON Shire Council is seeking to 

provide for population growth through 
its recently developed draft Settlement 
Strategy. 

This strategy aims to grow and invigorate 
Loddon’s population by ensuring a suitable 
supply of residential land in and around 
towns. 

This strategy is the result of a workshop 
with community leaders, an audit of hous-
ing, vacant land and public domain, a re-
view of population and development data 
and community consultation. 

The strategy aims to support vibrant 
communities in a productive agricultural 

landscape.
In order to attract prospective residents, 

the strategy identifies the scope for devel-
opment currently offered in the towns of 
Boort, Bridgewater, Inglewood, Pyramid 
Hill and Wedderburn, as well as smaller 
towns and rural living areas.

The Settlement Strategy recognises that 
there is an existing ample supply of vacant 
residential land and that demand may be 
encouraged through improved physical 
and social amenity.

The draft strategy has been released for 
public comment and highlights the signifi-
cant growth capacity in the municipality. 
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APPLEBY
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A good life deserves
the best farewell


