
Weather TODAY
Partly cloudy, 8-24

TOMORROW
Sunny, 3-19

SUNDAY
Mostly sunny, 4-20

MONDAY
Mostly sunny, 5-20

TUESDAY
Sunny, 3-25

NETWORK PROBLEM 
TRIGGERS SOLAR CUTS
JENNY DENTON
jdenton@gannawarratimes.com.au

THE Gannawarra solar farm is cur-
rently operating at half capacity 
due to the Australian Energy Mar-
ket Operator “constraining” its per-
mitted output because of a network 
issue.

Gannawarra is one of five large-
scale solar farms, four of them in 
northern Victoria, that have had 
their allowed output reduced by 
50 per cent after AEMO modelling 
showed voltage fluctuations in the 
Victorian and NSW 220 kV electric-

ity network.
In a statement, AEMO told the 

Gannawarra Times the reduction 
was necessary until the fluctuations 
were resolved “to protect the power 
system”. 

“The issues in the West Murray 
area, impacting five solar farms, 
have not previously been experi-
enced to this level,” AEMO’s com-
munications and corporate affairs 
manager Stuart Allott said. 

“AEMO, the generators and the 
network businesses are working 
through a number of technical 
variables, however the situation 

remains dynamic, so constraints 
are required to protect the power 
system while we are collaborative-
ly pursuing a range of solutions for 
current and future network users.

“We are hopeful that re-tuning the 
solar farms could resolve the oscil-
lation issue,” he said.

Mr Allott said while Australia was 
at the forefront globally of incorpo-
rating renewables into the national 
grid, it was still a steep learning 
curve.

The 60 MW Gannawarra farm was 
reportedly producing 50 MW of 
energy before its output was con-

strained to 25 MW by AEMO two 
weeks ago. 

The solar farm is owned jointly by 
Australian renewable company Ed-
ify Energy and global solar operator 
Wirsol Energy. 

Wirsol project manager Matthew 
Rose described the reduction as sig-
nificant at both a state and national 
level.

“For the output of these five farms 
to be reduced by 50 per cent cer-
tainly results in a large reduction 
of Victoria’s renewable energy sup-
ply,” Mr Rose said.

“These are large solar farms that 

represent a significant portion of 
renewable energy supply.”

 In addition to reducing sup-
ply, Mr Rose said the cut was sig-
nificantly impacting revenues and 
could deter developers considering 
projects in the area.

“What’s good is that all five solar 
farms are working together as a 
group to find a solution,” Mr Rose 
said.

“It’s in all of our interests to make 
sure we get up to 100 per cent again, 
for our own businesses but also for 
overall renewable energy supply for 
Victoria.”

Community garden springs to life 

Sharni Ferrari and Marshall Rosewall 
showcase one of the new vegetable 
gardens on Victoria Street. Picture: 
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VEGETABLES and herbs grown 
from the footpath of Victoria Street 
will soon be available for the com-
munity to pick and enjoy.

Located at the front of IGA 

Kerang, Gannawarra Shire Coun-
cil’s parks and gardens team have 
been working tirelessly behind the 
scenes to bring the project to frui-
tion.

Council parks and gardens team 
member Marshall Rosewall said 
the team was inspired to develop 

a community garden within the 
shire, with spring marking the per-
fect time to kickstart the project.

Keeping in line with the clean, 
green theme, the garden beds are 
made from repurposed materials.

Six small circular repurposed 
concrete pipes act as the garden 

beds, with the main garden also 
incorporating seating.

“It’s a community veggie garden, 
planted for the community,” Mr 
Rosewall said.

“I think it will be great heading 
into the warmer months.

“It’s not uncommon for these 

types of gardens to pop up in other 
towns from their shire, so I think 
it’s a great addition for Kerang.”

“As it is a community asset, resi-
dents and visitors are able to help 
themselves to the herbs and veg-
etables grown on-site at any time.”
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