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26°26° Mostly sunny. Winds southerly 20 to 30 km/h. Overnight temperatures 

falling to around 12 with daytime temperatures reaching the mid to high 20s.
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KRONE BALERS

NEW BIG PACK 5TH GENERATION

Introducing the all new Big Pack 5th 

generation range with 6 knotters. Tested in 

Australian conditions, these square balers 

have the same strong performance levels 

and so much more than our HDP High 

Speed and Xtreme balers.

*Offer is available for business borrowers only. This 1.90% p.a. finance rate offer is only available with a minimum 20% deposit, 60 monthly repayments and minimum 

financed amount of $4,000. Terms, conditions, fees, charges and credit criteria apply. Different term and different deposit may result in a different rate. Credit provided by 

Kubota Australia Pty Ltd ABN 72005300621. Kubota Finance do not require GST back into their Finance deals but the client has the flexibility to pay any additional money 

at any time that will reduce the overall term. This finance offer is available until 30/04/21 and applies to new Krone models.

BP1290 HDP VC

ACROSS THE KRONE RANGE

FINANCE
UP TO 60 MONTHS*1.9%

PA

HAY & SILAGE
PRE-SEASON 2021

KRONEAUSTRALIA.COM.AU

Find us on 

www.bertolis.com.au

SHEPPARTON VIC:
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Ph: (03) 5821 3299

BENALLA VIC:

183 Bridge St

Ph: (03) 5762 3633

ALBURY/WODONGA:

520 Dallinger Rd

Ph: (02) 6025 5390
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Fruit left to rot
By Jamie Salter

Hard to watch . . . A Cobram orchardist has been left to watch tonnes of fruit rot on his trees, unable to get the pickers

needed to harvest the nectarines and peaches.

The shortage of harvest

labour across the Goulburn

and Murray valleys has

begun to bite, with one

Cobram grower abandon-

ing tonnes of unpicked

fruit.
In a typical year, the

Cobram grower would usu-

ally have 18 to 25 pickers

harvesting 100 to 200 bins.

Last week they had only

six pickers harvesting

about 70 to 80 bins.

The Victorian Govern-

ment’s move to quarantine

Pacific Islander harvest

labourers in Tasmania

before bringing them into

Victoria may be too little

too late as Goulburn Valley

fruit begins to fall from the

trees.
With the coronavirus

pandemic preventing back-

packers from entering Aus-

tralia and no dedicated visa

for fruit pickers, local grow-

ers are left to watch their

time, effort and money go to

waste.
The unharvested fruit

may also create a huge

reservoir for the breeding of

Queensland fruit fly.

The Cobram orchardist,

who asked to remain

anonymous, likened the

severity of the situation to

that of the dairy crisis.

“We’re trying to go

through the blocks and get

the better stone fruit off,

and if we haven’t got time

or people to go back, we’re

just going to lose what’s

there,” they said.

The past year of hard

work cultivating the necta-

rines and peaches will come

to a devastating end as the

fruit is left unpicked.

“All the inputs have been

done, so all the spraying,

fertiliser, irrigation, prun-

ing, all the work over the

last 12 months leading to

today has been paid for,”

the orchardist said.

“Now the trees and the

fruits pay us back but if

we’re only taking 60 per

cent, obviously we’re not

going to make ends meet.”

The Cobram grower will

continue to spray the fruit

trees to prevent rot from

spreading into the tree’s

wood and ruining next

year’s harvest.

“Hopefully we find

enough people just to knock

them off the tree, probably

next week or the week

after,” they said.

The concerned orchardist

said there has been a seri-

ous lack of action from the

Victorian Government to

support growers.

“The Victorian Govern-

ment has done jack s***.

“We’ve been talking

about it since June-July and

giving them solutions since

August-September.

“All we’re trying to do is

get some assistance to get

people to move here.

“At the end of the day the

government has no idea

what actually happens and

make decisions that affect

the basic foundation of the

state, which is farming.

“It doesn’t matter what

you do, every minute of

every day, everyone relies

on a farmer.”
The fruit grown on the

Cobram orchard should

have been harvested about

two weeks ago.

“It’s really, really, really

tough,” the orchardist said.
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Border
checks
stop
PERMIT and identifica-
tion checks are now no 
longer being carried out 
at the Victorian-New 
South Wales border 
checkpoints and the 
checkpoints are due to 
be dismantled.

From 6pm on Friday, 
police and other 
officers checking 
permits and ID at 
border towns across the 
state were gone. 

The change came fol-
lowing an announce-
ment by Victorian 
Premier Daniel Andrews 
that the last red zone in 
New South Wales would 
transition to an orange 
zone, allowing anyone 
from NSW with a permit 
to enter Victoria.

NSW zones that had 
previously been des-
ignated orange were 
transitioned to green 
status.

Travel from an orange 
zone requires people 
to self-isolate on ar-
rival in Victoria, get 
tested within 72 hours 
of arrival and remain 
in quarantine until 
they receive a negative 
result.

Travel from a green 
zone requires them to 
get tested only if they 
have symptoms.

Koondrook post office 
licencee Louise O’Neill 
said she wasn’t aware of 
a huge reaction to the 
change in the town. 

“I think they were 
getting very relaxed 
towards the end,” she 
said.

“I think everyone 
knew it was coming, 
including them.”

In advice to Member 
for Murray Plains Peter 
Walsh, the cross border 
commissioner said the 
checkpoints would take 
some time to decom-
mission so traffic could 
be affected for two or 
three days at some sites.

JENNY DENTON
jdenton@gannawarratimes.com.au

GANNAWARRA-based medicinal 
cannabis company Murray Meds is 
preparing for its first shipment of 
product.

The company’s outdoor organic 
operation, set up by Nan-Maree 
Schoerie in 2019, has just harvested 
a 350kg crop and will be sending a 
shipment of cannabis flowers to Tas-
mania in the coming weeks.

“We are absolutely delighted with 
the quality. It’s very, very good,” Ms 
Schoerie told Gannawarra Times.

“We did our research and thought 
this area would be well suited to grow 
medicinal cannabis, and that’s prov-
en to be correct.

“Cannabis likes a hot, dry climate 
and access to water, though the 
amount of water is minimal com-
pared to other agricultural uses.”

Ms Schoerie, a former chemist, said 
Murray Meds was experimenting 
with five different cannabis varieties 
initially planted.

In the 18 months since launching, 
Murray Meds has obtained a range 
of licences and permits, constructed 
office and processing buildings, 
employed staff and grown more 
than 10,000 plants at its seven-acre 
riverside site.

It has also set up high-level security 
systems, which include a storage 
vault reinforced with 32 tonnes of 
concrete, 24-hour, seven-day-a-
week monitoring via 64 cameras, and 

direct links with the federal police.
The facility holds a Cultivation, 

Research and Manufacturing 
Licence from the Australian Office 
of Drug Control (ODC), along with 
permits allowing it to cultivate 
and produce up to 3.5 tonnes of 
medicinal cannabis.

It also has a TGA (Therapeutic 
Goods Administration) Good Man-
ufacturing Practice licence for the 
manufacture of dried flowers, oils 
and tinctures.

“After we harvest, we dry the flow-
ers and get them analysed for purity 
and specific impurities such as heavy 
metals and pesticide,” Ms Schoerie 
said.

“We ensure that it’s safe for patient 
use before we release it to our cus-

tomers, who on-sell it to pharma-
cies.” 

While the burgeoning medici-
nal cannabis industry has hit some 
trouble in Australia due to the lim-
ited size of the domestic market, Ms 
Schoerie says Murray Meds’ opera-
tion is globally competitive.

By growing outdoors and adopting 
regenerative and organic practices, 
the company has reduced cultivation 
costs, as well as having a positive 
environmental footprint, she said.

Murray Meds will also save on 
power after recently installing solar 
panels. 

“Growing cannabis in a greenhouse 
can be extremely energy intensive,” 
she said. 
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350kg cannabis crop to be shipped
GROWING UP
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Workers Alana Barrer, Caleb 
North, Emma Solomano, 
Kaston Anderson and Kajal 
Tomar say the new industry 
is full of opportunity. 

Do you hate having no phone signal when travelling? We can help! 

MOBILE PHONE BOOSTERS
Call us today to 

get your Cell FI GO
installed into your 

car, truck ute or 
even your
machinery

WE CAN HELP!
WE ARE DEALERS OF CELL FI GO

YOUR  ACCESSORY FITTING SPECIALISTS27 Tate Drive, Kerang   Ph: 0439 387 858   Arctick: AU 50880

Don’t have a Telstra phone? No problem, we can � t Telstra, Optus or Vodaphone. DON’T GET CAUGHT  WITH NO SERVICE!


