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BACK TO
THE BOOKS
ANDREW PALOCZI

LAST year’s East Loddon P-12 College year 
12 students will be getting back to the books 
this year, with each of the eight students who 
applied for tertiary places receiving an offer 
for their first preference course.

Seven of them will make the transition 
to tertiary study in 2020, with Jas Lawry 
electing to defer for 12 months to travel and 
participate in Camp America, having been 
offered a place in Environmental Science and 
Conservation at Federation University.

Lawry is then likely to study Environmen-
tal Science in Darwin.

Tameka Bickford Donald will undertake 
Photography Studies in Melbourne, having 
received a $5000 Rural Chances Scholarship 
to complete the course.

Nathan Davis will study a double degree 
in Engineering and Environmental Science 
at Melbourne’s RMIT, with the assistance of 
two scholarships, these being a $2500 study 
scholarship and a $15,828 accommodation 
scholarship.

The scholarships were applied for through 
VTAC. 

Jess Demeo has accepted a place in a double 
degree of Science and Education at Monash 
University in Melbourne. 

Rylee Gallagher will study a Bachelor of 
Nursing at La Trobe University in Bendigo. 

She was also accepted into the university’s 
Aspire program. 

Chelsea Hicks is set to do a Bachelor of 
Nursing and Midwifery at La Trobe Univer-
sity, Bendigo. 

She was also accepted into the Aspire pro-
gram. 

Macey Martin will take up a Bachelor of 
Nursing at La Trobe University in Bendigo. 

She was also accepted into the Aspire pro-
gram. 

2019 East Loddon P-12 College Dux, Ste-
phen Verley, will study a double degree of En-
gineering and Science at Monash University 
in Melbourne.

That institution awarded him a Vice Chan-
cellor’s Scholarship for Excellence, which 
will assist him financially throughout his 
degree.

The college indicated the other three mem-
bers of its 2019 year 12 group are also busy, 
with Zac Clark having gained a position as a 
lifeguard in Eaglehawk and Sam Boyer and 
Georgia Primrose looking for employment in 
Bendigo.

“The achievements of this group will be long 
remembered. Collectively, they all worked 
so hard. They deserve every bit of success 
that follows,” Sarah Byrne, senior sub-school 
leader at East Loddon P-12 College said.

Members of the 2019 year 12 group at 
East Loddon P-12 are, from left, Tame-
ka Bickford Donald, Jasmine Lawry, 
Georgia Primrose, Jess Demeo, Macey 
Martin, Nathan Davis and Stephen 
Verley.  Picture supplied.

History wide open
JENNY DENTON

THE new Tarnagulla History Archive again 
opened its doors to the public on Sunday. 

The small facility, located in the historic 
Victoria Hotel and Theatre complex, which 
serves as Tarnagulla’s Public Hall, has been 
set up to preserve historical documents and 
artefacts from around the district.

It covers the local townships of Waanyarra, 
Newbridge, Laanecoorie, Murphy’s Creek, 
Llanelly and Arnold, as well as Tarnagulla 
– none of which have their own historical 
society. 

Sunday’s open day was the third for the 
archive, which the public were first welcomed 
into in November.

“People keep asking, ‘Is it a museum?’ Dr 
Megan Cardamone said, an experienced mu-
seum curator turned consultant who lives in 
Tarnagulla and volunteers on the project.

“It’s more of a repository to stop things get-
ting thrown out or lost than a museum.

“It’s not a place where you come and look at 
big displays, though on open days we do get 
a few things out, and we’ll get out ancestors’ 
records for people who are interested in fam-
ily history.”

Among the collected artefacts and ephemera 
are bottles from local drink companies, men’s 
society sashes, badges from town reunions, 
the pulpit from the Church of England and 
the switch used in a 1950 ceremony to turn 
on the electricity in Tarnagulla.

There are also photographs, letters, news-
papers, birth and death records and research 
resources such as rate books.

“The room’s nearly full. We’ve got a few cup-
boards left,” Dr Cardamone said. 

“We’re inviting people to donate things 
but we don’t have the capacity to take large 
items.”

The community project has built on the 
efforts of many people who have worked on 
the district’s history over the years, Dr Car-
damone said.

“People have written books, collected photos, 
run museums and set up historical societies,” 
Dr Cardamone said.

“All of those past projects have led to what 
we’re doing.

“We owe a lot to all that work that’s been 
done.”

A grant in 2010 enabled the public hall 

committee to line and refurbish a room in the 
complex. 

With Dr Cardamone’s assistance, in 2018 
the committee secured a $7000 grant from 
the Public Records Office of Victoria and was 
able to buy furnishings, IT equipment and 
archival materials such as sleeves and albums 
to properly store materials.

“Part of our grant conditions are that we 
use the National Standards for Australian 
Museums and Galleries,” Dr Cardamone said.

“If people donate things, they will be prop-
erly cared for.”

The materials are also digitised, with eve-
rything that is catalogued scanned in high 
resolution.

Also central to the archive’s development 
has been historian David Gordon, whose 
grandfather was a Tarnagulla goldminer in 
the 1850s. 

Mr Gordon has written three books on local 
history, which are available to purchase at 
the hall.

“I really enjoyed the history of the goldrush 
era and am a great admirer of the miners’ 
achievements,” he said.

“Like a lot of places that have now become 
small, in Tarnagulla the history is being lost 
and if we don’t do something to maintain it, 
it will be lost.

“We’ve been able to provide a place and 
people are coming in with things all the time. 

“I think it shows people don’t want to see 
their family heirlooms chucked out.”

“It’s all history and it needs to be pre-
served.”

Tarnagulla Public Hall committee president 
Barry Condick said that while the local com-
munity was very happy with the new archive, 
the greatest interest in the project was coming 
from people whose relatives had once lived in 
the area.

“People are coming back looking for answers 
to family history questions,” Mr Condick said. 

“It’s got to be great for the town and it’s good 
for those people as well, because there’s a lot of 
history in the hall and we’re able to pass it on.

“It’s looking good for the town, looking good 
for the hall, and looking good for the history.” 

The catalogue, which is available online, 
currently includes close to a thousand items.

The archive is open to the public on the sec-
ond Sunday of every month with the exception 
of code red weather days.

Visitors to the new Tarnagulla archive on Sunday. Pictures supplied.

The archive is located in the Victoria Hotel and Theatre complex, which serves as 
Tarnagulla’s Public Hall.
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