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RICE GETS GOING 
IN THE RIVERINAWALKING 

FOR WATER

A passion for servicing rural and remote areas led 

mixed practice vetinarian Sophie Hemley to open-

ing her mobile vet clinic earlier this year. Picture: 

GEORGIE MORTON
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Rural
approach

TRADE CONCERNS
Georgie Morton

gmorton@theguardian.com.au

GRAIN growers across Victoria and southern 

NSW are seeing mixed results this season, with 

labour shortages, frost damage and fl uctuat-

ing markets all contributing to a testing year. 

Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) presi-

dent David Jochinke told North West Farmer 

the two greatest concerns facing grain growers 

were labour supply and trade relationships. 

“Labour shortage is having a huge effect on 

us, I don’t think there’s a farmer that I’ve spo-

ken to in the cropping game that says they’ve 

had to knock anyone back,” he said. 

“I was talking to a retired truck driver yes-

terday who has come out of retirement just to 

help out this year because quite frankly, there 

is a huge shortage.” 

Mr Jochinke said the shortages were caused 

by a lack of backpackers in the country and a 

strong harvest in northern areas. 

“They’re having a really solid harvest up the 

east coast, so we aren’t seeing people come 

down that normally would in the previous 

years,” he said. 

“COVID-19 has also been a diffi cult thing to 

navigate with. The effect it’s having is people 

are having to work a lot longer hours and fa-

tigue may be an issue as the season continues 

to unfold.” 
The second area of concern for winter grain 

producers was the fl uctuating market, with 

some prices falling at a critical time of year. 

“There is a lot of concern about markets and 

where they are heading especially in relation 

to China,” Mr Jochinke said. 

“Anyone involved in the industry wants to 

have some negotiation to ensure the situation 

can’t be infl amed any further than it currently 

is. 
“They want a rule-based system and want 

the government to start talking about how 

they can get a better trade relationship. We 

saw a drop by about $45 with lentil prices yes-

terday afternoon — in trade, we need to make 

sure we’ve got good access, good market intel-

ligence and good conversations, that’s what all 

the farmers are asking for.” 

 Despite the price falls, Mr Jochinke said 

yields were looking positive this season.

“We are in the Wimmera, and from who I’ve 

been talking to, most people have been pleas-

antly surprised,” he said. 

“Barley crops that didn’t look overly heavy 

are yielding about a tonne more than what 

expectations were and we’re hearing anything 

between 2.5 to 5 tonne (t). 

“A lot of 2.5 to 4t canola crops and lentil 

crops are getting up to 3t which is remarkable 

for lentils.” 
Mr Jochinke said the increased tonnage was 

instilling a lot of confi dence in the regions, yet 

not all areas are in the same boat. 

“To have a reasonable season last year and 

to now get a second season on top of that 

is something that we haven’t had for a long 

time,” he said. 

“It’s really given a lot of confi dence for the 

whole area to the extent where it’s going to 

help people consolidate from previous really 

tough years. 
“That being said, there are places that 

missed out on important rains during the criti-

cal growing period or been hit with frost and 

those areas have struggled.”

Winter grain harvest is currently in full 

swing across southern NSW and Victoria. 

Picture: GEORGIE MORTON
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POWER BOOST
Governments flick switch on KerangLink project

JENNY DENTON
jdenton@gannawarratimes.com.au

GANNAWARRA and Loddon shires are set 
to benefit from a massive electricity infra-
structure project, with the announcement of 
a joint Federal and State Government fund-
ing agreement for the planned high-voltage 
transmission line KerangLink.

KerangLink, designed to link Melbourne 
with the NSW Snowy Mountains region, will 
pass from a new substation north of Bal-
larat through the Kerang area and into NSW 
through Darlington Point.

The link, also known as VNI West (Kerang), 
has been chosen above an alternative con-
nection option through Shepparton and 

Wagga Wagga.
On Sunday, federal and Victorian energy 

ministers Angus Taylor and Lily D’Ambrosio 
announced “the first stage of a part-agree-
ment” under which their governments 
would fund early works on the transmission 
line, which is not expected to be finished 
until 2027.

VNI West would provide more affordable 
and reliable electricity for Victorians and en-
able more renewable energy to be connected 
to the grid, they said.

In Gannawarra Shire, at least seven solar 
projects in various stages of development 
have stalled due to network limitations.
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Beach 
baby

JENNY DENTON
jdenton@gannawarratimes.com.au

COHUNA’S new Gunbower Creek beach 
was buzzing on Saturday, with locals 
and visitors alike cooling down around 
the remade swimming spot. 

While new grass is still off-limits, the 
river sand, water’s edge and new jetties 
were getting good use in the 39-degree 
heat.

The officially opened to the public at 
5pm on Friday.

Melbourne visitor Keita Henham, who 
has a caravan at the nearby Waterfront 
Holiday Park, was very impressed with 
the improvements.
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Eight-month-old Reuben Phyland was 
among those enjoying the new Cohuna 
beach on Saturday. 
 Picture: JENNY DENTON

BARHAM BAKERY
Est. 1961

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday 6am to 3pm, 

Saturday 6am to 2pm

Barham
Bakery
Burgers

OPEN - �ursday, Friday and Saturday nights, 5pm till 8pm

• KIDS MEALS
• DESSERTS
• MILKSHAKES

BURGERS,
RIBS, WINGS,
CHIPS

Phone ahead to place 
your order - takeaway 
orders only
8 Mellool St, Barham 
Phone: 5453 2059






