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RESIDENTS have expressed their disap-
pointment after a community inspired 
beautification project was recently targeted 
by vandals.

On Wednesday morning Kerang Garden 
Club president Heather Hansen woke to 
find all three planter boxes, located out the 
front of Kerang ten pin bowling, had been 
damaged.

Ms Hansen told the Gannawarra Times 
she was “devastated” by her findings.

“It is very disappointing that someone 
would do this,” she said.

The restoration of the planter boxes was 
completed back in July by the Kerang Garden 
Club.

The club believed the colourful addition 
would provide a valuable asset for the town.

However, Ms Hansen said this was the 
second time the planter boxes had been 
targeted since the completion of the project.

“What began as a mission to inject some 
colour into the lives of local community 
members everyday, has become an oppor-
tunity for thieves to take our plants on two 
separate occasions,” she said.

“I hope they feel guilty for taking the flow-
ers, as this was meant to be a positive, col-
ourful element to brighten up Fitzroy Street.”

The incident has been reported to Kerang 
police and anyone with further informa-
tion is urged to contact the station.

Beautification project vandalised
Flowers were stolen from Fitzroy Street Kerang planter boxes. Pictures: GEMMA ROWLEY

Drugs
AROUND midnight on Friday, police inter-
cepted a vehicle travelling on the Murray 
Valley Highway at Cohuna. 

The 28-year-old driver from the ACT was 
found in possession of cannabis. 

He was arrested and received an official 
caution.

Theft
BETWEEN Friday, September 13 and Sun-
day, September 15, garden ornaments were 
stolen from a property at Victoria Street, 
Kerang.

Motorbike theft
KERANG police arrested two men in con-
nection to the theft of a motorcycle last 
month.

Inquiries in relation to this matter are 
continuing.

Breach of bail
A 42-YEAR-OLD Pyramid Hill female was 
arrested by Cohuna police in relation to 
breaching bail last Friday.

She was charged and bailed to attend 
court at a later date.

Outstanding warrants
COHUNA Police arrested a 39-year-old 
Cohuna man on Sunday in relation to two 
outstanding warrants. 

He was charged and bailed to attend 
court at a later date.

Meanwhile, Kerang Police arrested a 
35-year-old Kerang man in relation to two 
outstanding warrants.

The arrest took place last Friday and he 
was bailed to attend court at a later date.

KerangLink on the horizon
JENNY DENTON
jdenton@gannawarratimes.com.au

THE construction of a new high-voltage trans-
mission line recommended by the Australian 
Energy Market Operator would help mini-
mise network problems such as the “system 
strength” issue that has led to a dramatic re-
duction of output from the Gannawarra solar 
farm, industry advocates say.

The KerangLink would also kickstart new 
large-scale solar development in the region, 
which has faltered due to a lack of transmis-
sion capacity.

AEMO recently recommended the develop-
ment of a new interstate transmission line 
which would run through Central Victoria and 
take its name from Kerang.

AEMO’s communications and corporate 
affairs manager Stuart Allott told the Gan-
nawarra Times the KerangLink proposal was 
currently being assessed.

“Recent analysis by AEMO suggests increas-
ing the transfer capability between the Snowy 
Mountains area and Melbourne. KerangLink 
would maximise the reliability and resilience 
benefits from the new Snowy development at 
lowest cost for Victorian consumers,” he said. 

“A feasibility assessment has begun on this 
prospective project.” 

Mr Allott described the KerangLink proposal 
as “separate” from the fluctuation problem 
currently affecting the Gannawarra solar farm, 
which was an “isolated issue”. 

However, a project manager with one of the 
owners of the Gannawarra solar farm, Wirsol, 
said upgrading network capacity “would defi-
nitely help” with the problem.

Matthew Rose, from Wirsol, said in addition 

to the fluctuation problem, solar businesses 
in the region had been hurt by “marginal loss 
factors” - reductions in the amount of energy 
credited for payment due to the loss that oc-
curs in the transmission network over distance.

Mr Rose said companies were also experienc-
ing increasing difficulty in getting grid connec-
tions in the area.

“Underpinning all of these technical matters 
is the need for a more integrated grid, which 
involves system upgrades that are strategic 
with a long-term focus,” Mr Rose said.

“This would be particularly beneficial for this 
region of north-west Victoria.

Solar industry media reports describe north-
western Victoria as “notorious for grid limita-
tions.”

Swan Hill Rural City CEO John McLinden, 
who is also the chair of the Loddon Malleee 
New Energy Task Force, described the pro-
posed suite of transmission system upgrades, 
including KerangLink, as game changing for 
the region.

“In northern Victoria along the Murray Val-
ley we see the potential to become the clean 
energy valley,” Mr McLinden said.

“We’ve got an abundance of solar resource 
up here, and we’ve certainly had significant 
investment in solar electricity generation in 
the last couple of years. But the limiting factor 
now is the fact that the lines in the north of 
the state don’t have sufficient capacity to push 
electricity back down to the load centres, such 
as Bendigo and Melbourne, where the major 
demand for electricity is.”

Gannawarra shire economic development 
manager Roger Griffiths said KerangLink was 
proposed for 2026 but the date could poten-
tially be brought forward.
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