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UTE DUMPED IN
MURRAY RIVER

A UTILITY that was stolen from T. 
J. Stockfeeds in Kerang on Sunday 
morning was retrieved by police 
from the Murray River on Monday. 

A 33-year-old Echuca man and 
a Cobram youth, aged 20, were 
arrested in relation to a spate of 
burglaries and thefts last Sunday, 
which included the T. J. Stock-
feeds ute, a utility from Mawsons 
in Kerang and a Land Cruiser 
taken from Lockington which 
was set alight on a track off the 
Kerang-Koondrook Road early on 
Sunday morning. 

The Mawsons utility and goods 
stolen from T. J. Stockfeeds was 
recovered when the men were ar-
rested on Sunday afternoon.

Senior Constable Jason Hare 
said police were expecting to lay 
further charges in relation to bur-
glaries and handling stolen goods.

Police alleged the men commit-
ted a burglary and stole items in 
Lockington, where they also stole 
the Land Cruiser, which they 
drove to Kerang, Senior Consta-
ble Hare said. 

“They’ve parked that and com-

mitted two other burglaries and 
theft of a vehicle at the rural sup-
ply place, then gone to Mawsons 
and stolen a ute and numerous 
items. Then they’ve torched the 
Land Cruiser,” he said.

Police believe the men were head-
ing to Cohuna from Koondrook 
through the bush in the two vehi-
cles when they got a flat tyre and 
dumped the T. J. Stockfeeds utility 
in the river,” he said.

The ute was recovered from 
the Murray River between 
Koondrook and Cohuna by Co-

huna police on Monday.
T. J. Stockfeeds manager Wayne 

Neville said the vehicle was prob-
ably a write-off.

“They appear to have staked 
the tyre driving through the state 
forest and kept driving until the 
tyre came off the rim,” he said.

“They drove it down the bank 
into the river and the engine was 
underwater for 24 hours.”

The two men appeared in court 
in Bendigo on Monday and were 
remanded to appear there again 
in a fortnight.

Farm trespass inquiry welcomed
THE Victorian Farmers Federation has wel-
comed bipartisan support from the Coalition 
and Labor for an inquiry into the effectiveness of 
legislation to prevent trespass and harassment on 
farms and other supply chain businesses.

 “After the unprecedented rise in farm in-
vasions from extreme animal activists and 
the ridiculously inadequate trespass fines in 
Victoria; this inquiry is long overdue,” VFF 
president, David Jochinke said.

 “Animal activists appear determined to dis-
rupt legal businesses, risk animal health by 

breaching biosecurity, and use force and in-
timidation against farmers in pursuit of their 
personal beliefs.

 “The fear of farm invasions and harass-
ment from animal activists is very real for our 
members. On top of all the other challenges 
they are facing, farmers cannot be expected 
to live in fear every day.”

Animal Justice Party politician, Andy Med-
dick said that an inquiry on illegal duck 
shooting activity was more urgent than an 
animal activism inquiry.

‘Extremely lucky’ escape
A TRUCK driver escaped serious injury 
when his vehicle ran out of control and 
rolled down a sidecut near Kerang on 
Tuesday.

The Bendigo man, aged 40, was driving 
north along the Loddon Valley Highway 
near Tragowel shortly before 7am when 
the truck careered through roadside 
vegetation and came to a stop on its left 

side on the edge of a drain, 16 kilometres 
south of Kerang.

The driver managed to free himself and 
was standing nearby when emergency 
services arrived. He was conveyed by am-
bulance to Bendigo Base Hospital.

Acting Sergeant Zac Bull said that the 
driver was “extremely lucky” to escape 
without serious injuries.
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Wednesday May 8th 2019
9.30am-11am

Presentation
at 10.45am

* School Tours with Student Leaders
throughout the morning.

* Find out about our new ‘Fly into Foundation’
program for all Kinder children.

ST MARY’S OPEN EVENING 45 - 49 KING EDWARD ST, COHUNA

PRE SCHOOL CHILDREN WELCOME - CARE PROVIDED
LEARN ABOUT WHO WE ARE AND HOW
WE CAN BE PARTNERS WITH YOUR FAMILY

ALL IN OUR
COMMUNITY ARE

INVITED TO JOIN US
FOR OUR OPEN

EVENING - 
8TH MAY 2019

@ 7PM

Patchell Plaza,
Victoria St, Kerang
Phone: 5450 3740
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