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A LOCAL couple left Kerang 
on July 2 to visit family on 
the east coast of New South 
Wales, all before the lock-
down.

While they were picking up 
their granddaughter from 
school on the Friday, they 
overheard people saying 
how Victorians shouldn’t be 
allowed in their state.

Obviously trying to remain 
under cover, the couple 
picked up their granddaugh-
ter then went directly to their 
daughter’s house and hid 
their car displaying Victorian 
number plate, in the garage.

Friday night’s news stated 
how police were driving 
around Sydney looking for 
Victorian number plates.

If they went anywhere they 
had to use their daughter’s car 
with a NSW registration. Not 
very convincing as bandits.

*******
After a few frustrating days 

regarding the closure of the 
Murrabit Bridge, it appears 
that a solution has been found 
thanks to some hard work by 
locals.

Although it seems that the 
key for the padlock was a bit 
difficult to find on Monday 
morning.

*******
Gannawarra Times journo 

Andrew Paloczi had the day 
off on Tuesday and decided to 
have a hit of golf.

He was happy with his short 
game on the greens, but his 
first tee shot ended in the car 
park.

Great to see all of the golf 
club being utilised, Andrew.

*******

It appears that Cohuna are 
having a crack for the 2021 
footy season, having recruited 
three from North Bendigo al-
ready.

If the 2020 season had gone 
ahead, we would have seen 
Cohuna, Raiders and Kerang 
in the top three spots of the 
ladder at this stage of the year. 
These three teams were quite 
confident they had recruited 
the players they needed to 
be in the top echelon of the 
league.

As we’ll never know how they 
would have finished, of course 
they would have been one, 
two, three.

*******
One of the popular teachers 

at St Joseph’s in Kerang is Luke 
Murray.

Luke is captain of the Wan-
della B Grade cricket team, 
but his form last year saw him 
play the majority of the season 
in the A Grade.

Luke loves his sport and 
would be sadly missing play-
ing for his much-loved Nul-
lawil in the GRFL.

*******
Ryan ‘Scratcher’ Lancaster 

currently holds the Senior 
games record at Wandella.

If he had played a full season 
this year, and a few in 2021, 
he would have surpassed 400 
games.

He has gone past Stewie 
Keating and Russell Bott. 
Murray Pay would most likely 
hold the record of games for all 
grades though.

So now to reach the 400 mile-
stone, it looks like Scratcher 
will have to front up in 2022 
as well.

It’s been a pretty good career, 
Scratch, whenever it reaches 
an end, and with wonderful 
family support.
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Family
FAMILY’S very important. Karyl and I have got 
three kids. 
The youngest one’s Kelsie. She’s in Geelong 
and works for WorkSafe. 
Then there’s David, who lives in North Fitzroy in 
Melbourne and is a wind engineer. He puts up 
wind turbines. He’s married a doctor, so he’s not 
coming back on the farm. 
Our eldest is Renae, who lives in town. That’s 
why we see her kids, Lachie and Ebony, who are 
20 and 15 this year. 
David’s got two new kids - Eleanor, who turned 
two last Tuesday, on the seventh of the month, 
and William, who was born last Monday, on the 
sixth. So they planned that well.
Renae and David, they’re one day apart too, in 
November. And Kelsie was born on Christmas 
Day. We used to have a birthday the day before, 
then have Christmas Day. Back in the early days 
it was a bit heavy, that.

Retirement
WE’LL probably just get this place to where we 
want to get it to, then we’ll sell it because we’ll 
be ready to retire by then! 
We’ve been throwing around some different 
plans – like sell most of the farm off, and just 
keep the small block the house is on to play 
with and keep an interest in something. Just, 
like, scale it right back for a few years, and then 
go off golfing and touring around.

COVID-19
WE would’ve been in Sweden now if the COVID 
virus didn’t hit. That was the plan.
We have a nephew getting married in Sweden in 
July, and we thought that was a good reason to 
go. We were going to do a couple of weeks around 
Italy then end up in Paris before we came home. 
That was going to be the big trip – about 21 days. 
It looks like Mildura might be the big trip now!
During the last lockdown we couldn’t get down 
and see Kelsie in Geelong or David in Mel-
bourne. Now we’ve got the newborn, William, 
in Melbourne and we’re not going to be able to 
get to see him. We’ll just have to wait on that. 
But we can’t do anything about the virus. We’ve 

just got to work our way around it. And really it 
doesn’t affect us too badly where we are apart 
from not being able to go on holiday or see 
someone. It’s just inconvenience. 
In terms of the farm, lamb prices have come off 
a little bit now but it’s not worrying me too much 
because I’ve sold all the lambs I need to sell. 
Prices are still reasonable but this virus has sort 
of thrown a few uncertainties into what’s going 
on with export markets and things like that. It’s 
sort of getting a bit edgy in the markets now. 
The wool market was really good and it’s sort 
of come off for a while and it’s probably gonna 
be off for a little while, so that’s a bit of an issue. 
The grain markets are sort of still reasonable, 
they’re still alright. But now you’ve got China 
doing what it wants to do. So that’s sort of mak-
ing it a bit interesting - where all that is heading. 
But in general, farming is still pretty good. It’s 
not like it’s in dire straits or anything. We’ve just 
got some challenges to face but we should be 
able to work through ‘em hopefully.

Water
IT’S been a really good year so far. If we can get 
a little bit of rain over the next few weeks and if 
we can get a good spring, that’d be excellent. 
That’ll help everyone out, because it’ll keep the 
prices of water under control.
I’ve got a fair sized water right here that we own. 
I bought some more a couple of years back to 
add to what I had. Because without water here 
you might as well just give the job away. Without 
water it’s useless. That’s the big issue facing 
everyone on irrigation blocks up this end of the 
world. If you don’t sow it, you don’t grow it, you 
can’t sell it and you can’t get no money.

Disappearing districts
ANOTHER big issue with farming now is ob-
viously population. Districts are all sort of dis-
appearing. That’s probably the biggest issue 
facing farming up this end of the world now. 
So we own three farms now. And some of the 
neighbours own three or four farms. Well that 
used to be one family per farm once upon a 
time. There’s just no-one in the district anymore, 
and it’s like that everywhere. No matter where 
you go around the Mallee it’s the same. I don’t 
know what you do about that.

In their own words Jack Hewitt

New Kerang Police officer in charge 
Senior Sergeant Mick Kearnes started 
work last Monday. Picture: JENNY 
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NEW officer in charge Senior Sergeant 
Mick Kearnes is still getting to know 
the lie of the land around Kerang but 
already has plans to focus on several 
key issues here.

“At this point I’m certainly looking 
at a reduction in road trauma and 
improvement in road safety, and an 
improvement in terms of family vio-
lence, youth offending and crime, as 
well as community engagement,” he 
said.

“They’re probably my four main pri-
orities for the next three months.”

Snr Sgt Kearnes, who started at the 
station last Monday, has come to 
Kerang from Ballan, north-west of 
Melbourne, where he was a sergeant 
and officer in charge.

While the town is only an hour by 
road or train from the Melbourne 
CBD, the senior sergeant likened it to 
Cohuna.

“Ballan is very rural as well,” he said.
“Ballan police station is very much 

like Cohuna’s - it’s very similar in size, 
manpower and in local population - it 
just reached 3000 18 months ago.

“I’ve been speaking to some of the 
local shop and business owners here 
this week who asked me what it’s like 
coming to a small town, and I told 
them, ‘In fact I’m coming to a bigger 
town - Kerang’s a little bit bigger than 
Ballan’.”

The new boss aims to boost police vis-
ibility, both on the roads and the street, 
and encourage community contact.

“More visibility is what you’re going 
to see from us,” he said. 

“There are three brand new mem-
bers of the station, including me, so 
we’re all keen to meet face-to-face 
with the community, say hello and 
speak to everyone about issues and 
how things are in Kerang.”

A fan of the Coffee with a Cop initia-

tive - which sees members of the pub-
lic share a hot drink with local officers 
– Snr Sgt Kearnes is also encouraging 
people with a policing issue to drop 
into the station.

“Sometimes we’re not physically 
there because we’re on the road, but 
we’re contactable by telephone, and 
for advice and reporting there’s also 
the advisory line and online report-
ing,” he said.

“Particularly for people in rural ar-
eas, online reporting is brilliant - for 
example, you might have had a drop 
of diesel knocked off from the farm 
but it could’ve occurred any time in 
the last eight weeks. 

“By contacting that 131 444 phone 
number you’ll get a crime report 
straight away and you’ll have a refer-
ence number for your insurance. 

“Also we get a copy of that report and 
we investigate as best we can, given 

the potential delay.”
On COVID-19 restrictions, Snr Sgt 

Kearnes acknowledged the severity 
of the potential $1650 fines ($9990 for 
a business or corporation) for break-
ing Department of Health and Human 
Services rules.

“They’re fairly significant fines,” he 
said.

“[But] we have a common-sense ap-
proach to it.

“Basically the issue of penalty no-
tices comes down to where they’re 
needed. If they’re not needed, advice 
is given - that is certainly the briefing 
that members have at my station and 
throughout the area. 

“There’s no need to be punitive. It’s 
more about advice and assistance, 
because it can be a little confusing.”

On border issues, he said Victoria 
Police would assist the NSW force if 
needed.

“We’ll assist our brothers and sisters 
over there as much as we can but that 
assistance will take the form of things 
like signage and some traffic control 
where required,” he said.

“Enforcing the hard border – that’s 
definitely a NSW issue.”

Snr Sgt Kearnes said there is no 
problem for people travelling back 
into Victoria from NSW, and he had 
heard no reports of overly long waits 
for those with permits crossing the 
border at Koondrook.

While it is a stressful time for the 
community, the district’s new top cop, 
now set up in Kerang with his wife, is 
full of enthusiasm. 

“It’s just great to be here,” he said. 
“I’m excited to be here and looking 

forward to working with the commu-
nity.”

To contact police in an emergency 
call triple zero. Non-urgent issues 
can be reported via the 131 444 Police 
Advisory Line or online at Crimestop-
persvic.com.au. Phone messages can 
also be left at local police stations.
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