
Weather TODAY
Shower or two, 6-15

TOMORROW
Showers, 6-14

THURSDAY
Possible shower, 4-13

FRIDAY
Shower or two, 4-11

SATURDAY
Partly cloudy, 1-12
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Reaping rewards 
for hard work

Northern Victoria’s climate and a focus on excellence 
have helped Kyabram farmers Sam and Jake 
Thompson bring home a national quality award 
for their lucerne hay. The only Victorians to win a 
national award in the annual contest, the Thompsons 
are now setting their sights on another busy season.

SEE PAGE 28
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today’s Country 
News
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Allocations rise
By Geoff Adams

Irrigator sentiment is likely to

be cheered by increases in irriga-

tion allocations announced this

week and forecasts for above-

average spring rainfall.

NSW and northern Victoria

authorities have announced in-

cremental improvements, lifting

allocations and also indicating

future improvements.

General security in the Murray

district of NSW has moved up by

five per cent to eight per cent, and

in Victoria the Murray district has

moved from 19 to 24 per cent, and

the Goulburn system from 37 to 40

per cent.
The irrigation season started

for G-MW irrigators on Saturday,

August 15 and under an average

rainfall scenario allocations could

reach 100 per cent by December in

some districts.

Resource manager Mark Bailey

said rain led to the seasonal

determination increases announc-

ed on Monday, August 17.

“After falling during June and

July, flows into the major storages

have picked up following the rain

of the past week,” Dr Bailey said.

“More rain will bring further

improvements in the seasonal

determinations. The region’s

major storages historically record

their highest flows between Aug-

ust and October.”

Dr Bailey said the latest Bureau

of Meteorology seasonal outlook

favoured above-average rainfall

across the catchment areas for the

three-month period from Septem-

ber to November.

“The bureau has issued a La

Niña watch, meaning the chance

of a La Niña forming is around 50

per cent in late winter or early

spring. La Niña events may sup-

port rainfall across south-east

Australia.”
Dr Bailey advised entitlement

holders to use the seasonal deter-

mination outlooks and weather

information when planning their

water needs in 2020-21.

The NSW Murray resource has

improved by about 105,000 Ml

since the last assessment to the

end of July.

Rainfall in July was below aver-

age over the NSW catchments

feeding headwater storages.

The resource improvement has

been allocated to general security

licences, with a commensurate

increase in the conveyance enti-

tlement.

If inflow conditions were to

track lower than average until

summer, which appears likely,

then the threshold for “excep-

tional circumstances” under the

Barmah Millewa EWA rules will

be triggered.

Aiming to limit damage . . . A monthly 40 Gl cap on inter-valley trade during summer and autumn will

be introduced in a bid to limit further environmental damage to the Goulburn River. A recent video filmed on the river shows

some of the areas of degradation caused by high river flows. More on page 3.
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AN 18-year-old Kerang man has been 
released on bail after being charged with 
three counts of arson, five counts of bur-
glary and one count of theft following a 
series of weekend fires and burglaries in 
Kerang that culminated in a short police 
chase.

A 15-year-old Kerang youth was also 
interviewed but was released pending 
further inquiries.

Shortly before midnight on Friday, fire-
fighters were called to a property in Lilac 
Avenue, where an asbestos shed was in 
flames, fuelled by a car parked inside it.

Firefighters wearing breathing apparatus 
were able to control the blaze and stop it 
spreading to the adjoining house, which 
police said had also been burgled.

CONTINUED — PAGE 3

TEEN CHARGED AFTER FOOT CHASE

Crime scene police spent hours collecting 

evidence at Loddon Valley Disposals on 

Saturday morning.
Picture: JENNY DENTONThe Lilac Avenue shed ablaze 

on Friday night.
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The fire in the Lilac Avenue shed was fuelled 
by a car that was also destroyed in the blaze. 
 Picture: JENNY DENTON
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KERANG Fire Brigade captain Ramon Steel said 
crew members had not yet got to bed when they 
received a second call-out, just after 3.30am, to 
a terrace house in Wellington Street. 

He said the brigade quickly controlled the sec-
ond fire but then became aware of a third blaze 
two doors away that looked to have ignited from 
several places and was burning more fiercely.

That terrace house was left with a gutted kitch-
en and damage to a back room. 

However, all three properties were unoccu-
pied and no one was injured.

Around the corner in Victoria Street, offenders 
kicked in the front door of Loddon Valley Dis-
posals just after 4am and “had a fair sort of a 
field day”, according to owner Geoff Davey. 

Mr Davey said when he arrived at the shop 
after receiving a phone call from police at 5am 
two people were in custody.

He said the pair were “in a divvy van out the 
front, and they were rattling around in there, 
they were rocking and rolling it”.

“There were police everywhere.” 
Detective Sergeant Patrick Bell of Swan Hill 

crime investigation unit said Swan Hill police 
had joined Kerang units when the second fire 
was reported. Quambatook’s officer was also 
called to Kerang to assist.

Sgt Bell said police had been searching 
throughout the night for people who had been 
seen in the vicinity of both fire scenes.

The foot chase had lasted less than a minute.
Police did not believe drugs were a factor in 

the crimes, Sgt Bell said. 
He said “bloody idiots” had been responsible 

for the fires. “They didn’t comprehend how seri-
ous their actions were,” he said.

Property, including knives, stolen from the 
disposals store had been recovered by police.

Investigations were continuing and anyone 
with information should call Kerang police on 
5452 1955.

The 18-year-old is due to appear at Kerang 
Magistrates’ Court in November.

Bogged down over rest stop
JENNY DENTON
jdenton@gannawarratimes.com.au

LAKE Charm residents are call-
ing on the Gannawarra Shire 
Council or VicRoads to fix an 
unsealed surface where four 
trucks got bogged last week after 
heavy rain.

The Beau Morton Reserve 
rest area, off the Murray Valley 
Highway just north of the town, 
is the only rest stop between 
Lake Charm and Swan Hill that 
is suitable for large vehicles.

Local farmer Kevin Berry had 
to pull a Scania truck out of the 
mud at the stop on Thursday 
morning.

With his big Chamberlain trac-
tor on the job, the truck came 
out fairly easily, Mr Berry said.

“I didn’t know if it was going to. 
It did take a bit of shifting at the 
start,” he said.

The residents, who are mem-
bers of the local Landcare group, 
said the loop road became 
treacherous every “wet winter” 
and they had made several at-
tempts in recent years to have 
the problem addressed.

However, VicRoads and the 
council both denied that main-
tenance of the area was their 
responsibility.

Kerang Landcare Group sec-
retary John Walsh said VicRoads 
had again been contacted 
last week about the issue and 
repeated that it was not the 
organisation’s problem.

Gannawarra Shire Council 
staff on Thursday also denied 

the responsibility was theirs.
Mr Walsh said the council had 

provided some recent assistance.
“They’ve been asked to do 

something several times, and to 
their credit they’ve put some-
thing in it, but that dirt would’ve 
been good topdressing for my 
garden bed,” he said.

“I’m no engineer but I can see 
it needs rock. 

“You need to put a base in — 
you could use rocks and stones, 
then roll it over and put gravel 
on top.”

Local resident and Landcare 
member Lindsay Hogg said the 
issue was a simple one.

“Who’s going to be responsible 
and put their hand up to do the 
maintenance?” he said. “It’s not 
for the community to do it.”

Regional Roads Victoria (RRV) 
regional director Barry Green 
told the Gannawarra Times on 
Friday the road authority was 
working with the Department of 
Water Land and Planning and 
the shire on how the site would 
be managed.

“We understand how impor-
tant it is to keep freight moving,  
especially during the corona- 
virus (COVID-19) pandemic,” 
he said.

RRV said there were a range of 
rest stops along the Murray Val-
ley Highway where freight driv-
ers ccould pull over for a break. 

It also pointed to the $30 
million project under way to 
increase Murray Valley Highway 
safety between Lake Boga and 
Lake Charm.

Residents Howie Morrow, Kevin Berry, Frank Hughes, Lindsay Hogg and John Walsh survey the most treacherous section of the rest stop 
loop road.   Picture: JENNY DENTON

Scott Strachan

Turf club president dies
THE Kerang community is mourning 
the sudden loss of highly respected 
Kerang Turf Club president Scott Stra-
chan, who died early on Saturday.

Mr Strachan died at Kerang District 
Health with loving wife Cheryl by his 
side. 

The 62-year-old was a well-known 
face and contributor in the Ganna-
warra region, especially at his place 
of work, Ellis & St Clair Plumbing in 
Kerang, and with numerous other 
community service groups. 

In a statement from Kerang Turf 
Club, Mr Strachan was described as 
“a wonderful person” who ‘devoted 
so much energy as a volunteer in our 
community”.

“It is with immense sadness that 
Kerang Turf Club (KTC) recognises 
the sudden passing of its devoted 
and highly respected club president 
Scott Strachan,” the club said. 

“He played a significant leader-
ship role with the Kerang Turf Club, 
where he was a passionate committee 

member for the past eight-plus years, 
proudly taking on the leadership role 
of president in 2016, 2017, 2018 and 
2020. 

A thoroughbred racing industry en-
thusiast, Mr Strachan enjoyed spend-
ing time at Alexandra Park in Kerang, 
together with his wife. 

“His fellow KTC committee mem-
bers will profoundly miss his leader-
ship and guidance, coupled with his 
steadfast friendship,” the club said. 

KTC vice-president Colleen Shay 

said the club extended its condo-
lences to his wife and family at this 
difficult time.

“He was caring and respectful to all 
those he came into contact with,” Ms 
Shay said. 

“We are all in shock and disbelief 
upon hearing this tragic news.” 

Given the current COVID-19 
 restrictions in place across Victoria, 
the KTC intends to later acknowl-
edge Mr Strachan in an appropriate 
manner. 

Night of mayhem
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